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THE LORD IS WITH YOU

i i 2 - ’

am glad to greet you in the matchless name of our Lord Jesus Christ and praise the Lord

for wonderful things He has done in this year 2017. Indeed, a right time for everyone to
look back and say '"Thank you Lord'. For He has been very gracious to us, protected us,
blessed us and comforted us in all circumstances. We were never left alone. The Lord was
with usin the good and tough times of life. He had not forsaken us, our family and children.
He walked with us when we walked through waters and fires of life. If He had not come
with us, we wouldn't have reached to this month. It was His abundant grace that forgave
our sins, transgressions and reconciled us to Him. Today, wherever you are, raise your
voice and thank God for all His goodness and mercy that endured us till today.

He is the Alpha and Omega; the beginning and the end; He lives with us forever. Time or
space or anything cannot destroy His existence. He is beyond all that we could conceive
through our mind. This God is telling you today, 'l am with you'. [ know many of us want
this message because [ was strengthened by the word of the Lord, I am with you. Isaiah
41:10 says, "Don 't be afraid, for  am with you. Don't be discouraged, for [ am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand". Even when
you have grown older, it is the words of your father that strengthens you even though he
can'thelp you physically or financially. How much more this verse means when the creator
of the heaven and earth says this to us, “I am with you”. And how big it is to have a father
who is the creator of all saying to us, “Iam with you”.

In life, we all need that companion, that one positive, strong person to come along with us
to encourage us, to advise us. There is a void in every man's life without that companion.
That one companion is Lord Jesus Christ. Even though you are married, your spouse can't
fill that gap. Itis still a void until and unlessitis filled by our Lord Jesus Christ. Many think
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worldly riches will give that peace and joy in life. Anything attained with worldly riches is
indeed temporal. Where would you go when you are tossed by the problem that your
richness can't help? Who would you lean on? You need this Jesus, who is called Immanuel,
"The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" (which
means "God with us") (Matthew 1: 23). The Lord was given to us to be with us. Jesus did
not come to take a special place in the world. He had come to take that special place in
everyone's life. Because the Lord loved us so much and found the void without His
presence, He gave His only son to be with us. This is the good news that the world was
waiting for - a Savior, a God in the form of man to redeem everyone from darkness and lift
them to live with him in the marvelouslight.

The good news for the shepherds in the night of Jesus birth was, "...Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you, he is the Messiah, the Lord." (Luke 2: 10 -11) Yes the Savior was given
unto us to be our everlasting God. The Immanuel, the Lord is with us, is truly with us as our
good father, brother, an almighty God, a redeemer; a healer, a provider and as everything
that we need. When the Lord is with you, you become a special person. Same way, if
anybody is without Him then there is a big void in their life. Who is this Immanuel? Isaiah
says thatHeis"..And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). When Jesus is with you, you shall be a wonderful and
special person in the world and in the kingdom of God. But anybody who has ignored Him
and His presence, will surely be missing that very precious life.

God promises tobe amidstus

Our Lord promises that, “I shall be with you till the ends of days”. Our life's journey is
uncertain. Many who have promised to stick together and help us and come along through
our life are no more with us. Many though they want to be with us are not with us because
of their unavoidable situations. But the truth is we all need a real companion all through
our life. But unfortunately people try to live their life in the shadow of jobs, friends,
entertainment and travelling to get rid of that loneliness. Like the psalmist says, some
trustin horses, some trustin the chariots but we trustin the living God. All who trustin the
things of the world will go weary, faint and fall but surely the one who walks with the Lord
shall be blessed. Because the one who walks with us is greater than the things of this
world. He is an almighty God who is above all the authorities of the earth. So when the Lord
walks with somebody that man or woman shall never be intimidated by the world or the
situations of the world. Any shame, any loss, any failure they face are all faced with the
Lord by their side. The Lord beside them as their counselor, mighty wall of protection and
astheirredeemer.

If you are walking in the path of shame or loneliness, never worry. For you have an
everlasting father who promises to walk with you when you go through the valley of
shadow of death. Isaiah 43;2 promises "When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you,; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze". Yes, life gives us
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many things we don't expect. But when you have the Lord by your side, you can face any
storm irrespective of how big it is. My parents are a good testimony of how they faced the
giants of the world. We all could have perished as a family even many years back and you
all would have not known about us. It is the Lord who was with us when we walked
through waters, when tight problems that were drowning us and the fierce fire of enemies
wanted us to be destroyed. Life had notbeen easy to us. We passed through the waters and
fires frequently, still not drowned or burnt by the witchcrafts and sorcery. It was neither
our strength nor our bullet proof positive mind. It was just because He walked with us,
delivered us, comforted us to flourish and stand strong like the trees of the Lebanon.

Psalms 18: 29 says "In your strength I can crush an army; with my God I can scale any wall".
Yes, when the Lord is with us, He changes our weakness, foolishness and lacking into a
blessing. When you start walking with Jesus each day, you will experience a super natural
providence and guidance in life. Because it is not the image of you anymore, it is the image
of the Lord, presence of the Lord, power of the Lord that is walking with you. That's why
Moses was able to stand before the most powerful person on the earth at that time, the
Pharaoh. Moses who was supposed to be standing as a criminal before Pharaoh for the
murder of an Egyptian, was now standing brave. He was raising his voice to Pharaoh to let
the people of the Lord to go and thatis incomprehensible. It all happened just because the
Lord was with Moses. Because the Lord was with Moses, he was able to raise against
Pharaoh, his army, sorcery, witchcraft, and all the authority on earth and in heaven. Moses
knew it was the Lord who had been with him and strengthened him to do greater things.
So whatever be your situation, don't worry if you have Jesus with you. Then anything that
is against you shall become nothing irrespective of how big it is today. Anything and
everything should submit to Him. It was evident to see the Lord was with Moses, when the
Lord spoke to Joshua saying, "No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your
life. As  was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you" (Joshua
1:5).

God'sblessings amidstus
Wherever our Lord is there, there is joy, love, peace and miracles. Bible says, "Now the Lord
A is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom" (2 Corinthians
3:17). The Lord in the form of Holy
Spirit is dwelling in our midst, in our
family, in our church and everywhere
we invite Him to be with us. He is
liberating us from sin and all the
clutches of evil spirits. If the Lord lives
amidst us in our home, church and
workplace, then there shall be splendid
things happening around us. The good
example is our Dr. D.G.S Dhinakaran
uncle. When he was about to enter the
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ff.rl ministry, he said to the Lord, "Lord, you should come wherever I go and should stand next
. to me when I preach to people". As requested, the Lord said, [ shall be with you. Later, we

2+ all know how the whole of India is blessed by his ministry then and today. Millions of

el

people are saved, healed and received the presence of the Lord in their lives.

Yes, in the same way, when the Lord is in our midst, it doesn't matter who you are. He lifts
you up and honors you. Exodus 34: 10 says, "The Lord said, See, this is what [ will undertake:
before the eyes of your people I will do wonders, such as have not been done in all the earth or
in any nation: and all your people will see the work of the Lord, for what [ am about to do for
youisgreatly to be feared". He does the things that would glorify the Lord and His children.
Our God is creative God, He doesn'trepeat the same thing. He does mighty things which no
eyes have seen and whatever he does it is magnificent in magnitude. When the Ark of the
Covenant was in the house of Obed, his house was flourishing than anybody else in the
land. It even made King David jealous. He feared and made arrangements to take the ark
from the house of Obed. So is the work of our Lord in our life. If you allow Him to be in your
life, you shall see the work of the Lord and his magnanimous personality. Whoever misses
Him in their life are for sure missing these blessings. For your family to be blessed, have
Him in your midst.

Invite God to be in your midst

"Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, Iwill come in to him and eat with
him, and he with me" (Revelation 3: 20). He loves us so
much and wants to live in our midst. So He is always at
our door step, waiting for us to invite Him to enter our
life. If you do not have the Lord in your life, JUST INVITE
HIM. He is ready to come in and dwell among you. Many
could say, [ have already invited Jesus into my life, so lam
with Jesus. But the truth is, how many of us have given
Jesus the appropriate place in our life? Who owns the
first position in your life? Indeed, many of us have given |
Him the last say in our homes. Bible and prayers have no
place in our schedule. We have overlooked Him and
ignored Him in our lives.

Such a rejection happened during the birth of Jesus. Jesus had no place in the world to be
born. King Herod, though he understood Jesus as the king of Kings through the nobles,
wasn't able to accept Him as the king over him. King Herod was afraid to accept the
authority of Jesus over him because his heart was haughty. But there were shepherds who
accepted and were glad to bow down and worship Him. That's why He was born in a
manger and lived among them. Even today, He dwells among His children who have
accepted Him.

The Wedding of Cana explains how the presence of the Lord changes our lives. Jesus was
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invited to the wedding. Because He was invited, Jesus attended the wedding. Because he
was in their midst, a miracle happened in the wedding. So is it for us - If only we invite Him
to live in our midst, He will be among us. When He dwells among us, we will lack no
blessing.

In the wedding when there was lacking, the family of the house decided to approach Jesus.
There are some of us who have invited Jesus into our house. He is also in our midst. But we
had notbelieved that]esus can handle our family crisis. Because they believed in Him, they
tried to reach Him through His mother and directly Jesus Christ. How are we reaching out
to Him today? How many times do we pray in a day? How many hours do we read the bible,
meditate and worship Him? Without seeking Him, we can't receive Him in our midst. So
begin to seek Him before itis toolate for you.

After they sought]Jesus, the family of the house waited for Him to act. As they waited on the
Lord, He started His work. As they were waiting, they obeyed his words. When the Lord is
with us we also need to obey to his instructions written in the bible. The wedding family
obeyed and filled the empty jars even though there were not able to comprehend His
actions. They obeyed Him. Because they obeyed, He lived among them, worked miracles
and broughtin peace and joy.

So, in this Christmas, before we invite somebody to our Christmas celebrations, let us
invite Jesus. Give Him the authority over your life. Wait for Him to guide you. Obey His
commands. Then, the Immanuel, 'the Lord is with us' shall never depart from us. As
promised, He shall be among us.

“For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you”
; “And I myself will be a wall of fire around it,’ |
declares the LORD, 'and I will be its glory within.”

“I am with you always, even to the end of the age”
(Jeremiah 1:8, Acts 18:10,
Zechariah 2:5, Matthew 28: 20)

e oD ul> e
May the Lord Immanuel be with us from now on till the end of days! Amen. Merry
Christmas!

L

- Bro Densingh Joshua Israel
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ée BLESSING AND POVERTY 357

Jj‘\\ - M atthew 6: 1 - 4 Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of
. them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in Heaven. 2.
Therefore when you do give your alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I
say unto you, they have their reward. 3. But when you give alms, let not thy left hand know
whatthyrighthand doeth: 4.Thatthine alms may be in secret: and Thy Father which seeth

in secret Himself shall reward thee openly.

God's word also commands us to give to
the poor; in the Old Testament and in the New
Testament this giving is not the giving of tithes,
or offering...or first fruits, this giving is called
alms giving to the poor. Most of us don't
understand what it means...it means giving
money (rupees) hope that's clear enough. You
might say that's a wrong doctrine, yeah..... tha
what most of us are, we will know the truth and §
truth shall set us free, Some are good givers of |
clothes; sometimes new sometimes used.
sometimes food products or gifts and so &
on...but when it comes to money they are slow
in doing it. Bible says here clearly that its
money; the reason for that is, because a poor
bro cannot pay his electric bill, or taxes or other
financial needs; with the gifts he has been given
has clothes and food. Now you might thing I :
gave my tithes just yesterday! And I just gave my offering today! Let the pastor give to the
poor from what I have given.

Hebrews 7:8 says we need to understand that the man of God is called to take your
tithes, offerings and first-fruits and bless you in return in .We are to give to God through
him and give to the poor alms through him, why? There is explanation for it from the
scriptures for all of them from, Old Testament to New Testament. You might ask, “Whatifa
person came begging at my door, what [ should do” call the pastor? No, give for your
heavenly father sees your heart.

One of the mistakes | have seen one make in the area of giving is, when we invite
pastors to a function or marriage function ...“We need to give gifts to them for coming to
BLESS” and not take gifts from them! Give to them and receive blessings from God through
them it's a divine exchange. They are appointed for it also. There are so many scriptures to
backitup, like Abraham Prophet Elisha, King David, Jesus, Apostles and Apostle Paul. Now
you might think, so the men of God don't have to give? Bible teaches how a minister of God
should give. How a ministry (church) give. Now you might think why we should give it
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through the pastor or church?? You might think what? If the pastor steel some money and
give little over to the poor, well if the pastor takes some its good, God will turnitinto a seed,
and you will get double blessing because you gave it to them both, we don't have to worry
over it, its God we need to please, and its God who documents your love towards the poor;
and your giving.

One who asks that question is the one who wants everyone to know about it and
want to brag about it and wants to get glory for it (and Jesus says they are hypocrites and
want glory and reward of men and not from our father in heaven)

Verse 1: Take heed that ye do not your alms before men to be seen of them:
otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which isin Heavenand in

Verse 2: Therefore when thou doesn't thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before
thee as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of
men I say unto you, they have their reward......Ho no! how many rewards have we lost...
this passage of scripture says that we have a reward from our heavenly Father in heaven
and on earth from God and also the reward which people get from men on this earth only
for being a hypocrite is praise of men praise and glory, names written in bold letters and

they accepts God to thank him; butJesus said how we ought to give alms in.
Verse 3: But when thou does alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand

does) we very well understand that it means that no one should know your giving of alms!
How is that possible; the person to whom I give wont he know? And the lord answers that

questioninthe nextverse.
Verse 4: That thine alms may be in secret and thy father which seeth in secret He

shall reward thee openly.

You might think how that is possible! Should [ wear a mask, or give in the dark? I
heard aincident which happened to a pastor that they left money food inside their gate
and leftand the pastor didn't know who they were; some received money in their bank but
didn't know who sent it! Now here you can give to the poor through the pastor and the
pastor will give to the poor teaching him how he should give and receive from the Lord;
saying the Lord gave it through the church or members of the church but not know who,
.thelefthand will not know what the righthand doeth.

In (Mathew 26:11 Jesus said for ye have the poor always with you............ ) why did
the Lord say so? Because we will give to them, but notteach them to give ...... why? Because
we think they are poor; They can't afford , look at the old widow she put all she had after
hearing the message (....give and it shall be given unto you............ ) youmightthink thisisa
prosperity gospel message, I am glad that it's not a poverty gospel MESSAGE, our God is
notpoor almighty,... HEISALL MIGHTY ...Jesus didn't stop her saying oh you are poorand

you are under the law its ok take it back, I believe her life changed after that.
We see in what happened when Jesus finished preaching after a long meeting...

Matthew 15:32 Then Jesus called the disciples unto Him, and said “I have compassion on
the multitude, because they continue with Me now three days and had nothing to eat”,
John 6:7 Philip answered Him, “two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for
them, thateveryone of them may take alittle”
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Verse 8: One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon peter's brother, saith unto Him
Verse 9: There is a lad here, who hath five barley loaves and two small fishes but

whatare they among so many.
Verse 10: JESUS SAID, MAKE THE MEN SIT DOWN, now there was much grass in

the place; sothe men satdown in numbers about five thousand.
Verse 11: Jesus took the loaves and when He had given thanks, he distributed to the

disciples... and the disciples to...... them that were set down and likewise of the fishes as

much as they would.
We don't see the little lad mention after that, why because no one knew who gave

that first five loaves of bread and fish! There were five thousand and more maybe 10,000
when including women and children and all were hungry, only Jesus knew (Andrew)
knew, GOD will know and the Man of God will know, but the lefthand didn't know what the
right hand gave, how was the five thousand fed. When they put it into the hands of .......
The God Man....... it multiplied, why because that which blocked it (......... ) from
multiplying was removed and so it multiplied and there was left over. That's what
happens when you put into the hands of the .....Man of God.....| Whatever tithes or offering
or alms or first fruit, it will go through a germination process and shoot out a fresh blade of
life which turns into a plant then into a tree that bears much fruit 30, 60, 100, 1000 so on...
Have you noticed that the ..... God Man Jesus...... didn't make the bread; He multiplied
what the lad put into His hands, and none praised the lad or rewarded him no name no
fame, but the Lord not only rewarded him in the earth with 12 basket full but honored him
for it is written in God's word of what he did, and we will meet him one day in heaven..
Halleluiah.

So every year, our church mission in December has a program to give to the poor to
the widows and others, let us cheerfully with love to God AND man, gives to the poor.

God Blessyouin the year to come. HALLELUYAH
- Pastor Benedict.
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